The following constitutional revisions are the only submissions that may be considered during Convention 2004 business.  Any by law submissions deemed “emergency” by the NEB and any substantive proposals will be accepted until the start of business at convention and may be submitted to Susie Larson.

Proposed Constitutional Amendments 

1.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 5  (Leave of absence)

Rewrite Section 5 to read as follows:  

An active member may be granted a short-term leave of absence upon approval of the chapter standards board.  This status is meant to reflect a temporary condition that prohibits the active from participating in the sorority fully.  An active member whose course of study removes them from the main campus will automatically be granted leave of absence status.

Rationale:  This gives the chapter standards board a little more leeway in granting LOA status as it does not limit the length of LOA but still stresses the temporary nature of LOA.  The automatic LOA status applies to members on a co-op term or in a study-abroad program.  The decision to grant them leave-of-absence status should be automatic, since they are not physically at the campus to participate in the chapter.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

2.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 6  (Transitional active)

Strike section 6 and renumber subsequent sections.

Rationale:  Does anyone actually use this?  It just makes statuses unnecessarily confusing.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

3.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 7  (Disassociated)

Rewrite Section 7 to read as follows:

A disassociated member is one whose lifetime membership has been revoked at the local and national level.  Members may be disassociated only for the following reasons:

Clause 1.  Members may be disassociated only for the following reasons:

a. At the written request of the member.  This may be done by letter or by completing the voluntary disassociation form available in the national handbook.

b. Failure to attend any chapter meetings, pay sorority dues for an entire school term, or request of leave of absence status.  Non-participation at this level indicates a voluntary desire on the part of the member to no longer be a part of Omega Phi Alpha.

c. The commission of an illegal act by the member, especially if the sorority suffers as a result of that act.

Clause 2.  To disassociate an active member, the active chapter must approve the disassociation by a ¾ vote.  They must then provide the name and rationale for their decision in writing to the National Executive Board.

Clause 3.  To disassociate an alumna member, the National Executive Board must approve the disassociation by a ¾ vote.

Clause 4.  Dissociation may be appealed in writing to the National Executive Board.

Rationale:  Currently, there is no clear relationship between disassociation and revocation of lifetime membership.  Also, it is far too easy to declare someone disassociated.  This status needs to be reserved for members who clearly don’t want to be members of OPA anymore, or who are guilty of a serious legal or moral infraction against the sorority.  Disassociation is serious and permanent and should not be taken lightly!

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

4.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 8  (Lifetime fees)

Strike “Activation fees shall be waived and lifetime membership shall be revoked in the following instances and manner.”

Strike Clause 3.

Strike Clause 4.

Strike Clause 5.

Strike Clause 6.


Rationale:  If the changes in Section 7 are passed, revocation of lifetime membership will be completely covered in Section 7.  It won’t be needed here.  In addition, the details about requesting and receiving lifetime membership fees is way too detailed for the constitution.  

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

5.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 9  (Alumna)

Strike “…who has completed at least one full term as an active, or been inducted after completing a colonist period, and…”

Rationale:  If they have completed their pledge requirements, they have earned lifetime membership regardless of whether they had to leave school immediately following their activation. 

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

6.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 13  (Suspension)

Strike Section 13.

Rationale:  Suspended status is not supported on the national level and should not be referenced in the national constitution.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

7.  Throughout Constitution – name change

Change all references in the constitution to District Alumnae Advisor to Regional Alumnae Advisor and all references to alumnae district to alumnae region.
Submitted by Marlene Purdy

8.  Article XII: Chapters, NEW Section 12 

Add new section to read:

“In order to maintain alumnae chapter status, the chapter shall submit an annual report by June 30 to the Vice President Alumnae Relations outlining activities of the chapter for the preceding year along names and addresses of current members and officers.”
Submitted by Marlene Purdy

9.  Article XIII: Alumnae Districts, Section 1

Change to read “Alumnae membership shall be divided into seven regions.  These regions are:


A.
Northeast



B.
Southeast  



C.
West



D.
Midwest  



E.
Gulf Coast  



F.
Southwest



G.
Mid South 

These regions….”
Submitted by Marlene Purdy

Proposed By-Laws Amendments
1.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 3

Strike Section 3 and renumber subsequent sections.

Rationale:  If the related constitutional section is struck, this needs to be removed to align with that change.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

2.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 4 (Leave of absence)

Rewrite as following:

Clause 1.  A member on leave of absence has the right to wear the letters and receive national and local publications.  

Clause 2.  She may not vote on sorority issues, hold local, district, or national office, have a little sister, or attend social or service functions.  

Clause 3.  Members on leave of absence do not pay national dues and are not included in national awards programs.

Rationale:  The constitution addresses how a member is placed on LOA.  This part of the by-laws addresses the rights of that membership status.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

3.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 5    (Disassociated status)

Rewrite as following:

A disassociated member has no rights as a member in the sorority.  Her lifetime membership has been permanently revoked.

Rationale:  The constitution addresses how a member is disassociated.  This part of the by-laws addresses the rights of that membership status.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

4.  Article III:  Membership Status, Section 6    (suspended members)

Strike section 6 and renumber subsequent sections.

Rationale:  The national organization does not recognized suspended status.

Submitted by Ginger McGarity & Pamela McEwen

5.  Throughout the by laws – name change

Change all references in the by laws to District Alumnae Advisor to Regional Alumnae Advisor, and all references to alumnae district to alumnae region.

Submitted by Marlene Purdy

PAGE  
4

